DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE, referring to the case of lupus erythematosus, said he thought the result obtained with ionization was the better of the two, and that there seemed to be a likelihood of a deeper scar from the treatment by liquid air than from the ionization.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Radcliffe Crocker) replied that the amount of scarring left would differ according to the degree of the application, and each operator must discover for himself the proper degree.
Three Cases of Raised Vascular Naevi cured by Carbondioxide Snow.
Case I.-B. D., aged 5 weeks; raised vascular naevus, slightly larger than a sixpence, bright red in colour, situated in the centre of the right breast and including the nipple. A single exposure to carbon-dioxide snow of 30 seconds was given. A marked teaction occurred with the formation of a bulla the same night. When the reaction subsided a fortnight later the naevoid tissue was gone and there was scarcely any scar, the nipple itself not being destroyed.
Case II.-D. M., aged 10 weeks; raised vascular noevus, -in. long and i in. broad, bright red in colour, and situated in the sternal region.
Three exposures to carbon-dioxide snow were given at weekly intervals of 20, 10, and 10 seconds respectively. No marked reaction occurred, but the navoid tissue disappeared, leaving no appreciable scar. Case III.-F. A., aged 8 months; raised vascular naevus, the size of a sixpence, bright red in colour, and situated on the back. It was exposed to carbon-dioxide snow for 40 seconds. A marked reaction occurred with the formation of a blister, which on subsiding left an excellent scar, with no trace of navoid tissue. The infant had also a fibrous, pyriform, vascular nasvus, about the size of a large pea, situated behind the left auricle. This was treated similarly, but on account of the fibrous tissue present was more resistant, and the result was not so satisfactory. The case was still under treatment.
Cases I and II were treated three months ago, and no sign of a recurrence was observed. The method of applying the carbon-dioxide snow was that suggested by Pusey, with slight modifications. The exhibitor had employed this method for about four months, and in his at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from short experience of it he had found that it excelled any other method he had tried for the treatment of the ordinary raised vascular nmevi. It had certain advantages over the treatment of such lesions by radium, in that the results were as good, if not better, so far as the scar was concerned, and the treatment was more simple and rapid and far less costly.
The exhibitor had under this treatment cases of rodent ulcer, lupus vulgaris, lupus erythematosus, hairy moles and capillary nevi, and would report on these at a subsequent meeting of the Section.
Dr. WHITFIELD said he did not think the treatment was of much use for deep nawvi.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Radcliffe Crocker) said it was important to try and trace any cause of intestinal irritation. Many years ago he had seen a boy of about the same age who had persistent erythema-gyrations and rings. It was not until months afterwards that it became vesicular.
Dermatitis Herpetiformis in a Boy aged 5. By J. M. H. MAcLEOD, M.D.
THE eruption was of the circinate type, consisting of papulo-vesicles and vesicles on a red base, about the size of a split pea, arranged in circinate groups. Five months ago the patient was suffering from constipation and was given a box containing eighteen " grey tabloids" (probably hyd. cum cret. gr. 1) to relieve it. He ate them all at a sitting. Next day the eruption appeared as a circinate group of papulo-vesicles on the lumbar region, which was followed by a number of other groups of lesions in the neighbourhood. This attack subsided in about three weeks. A fortnight later a fresh attack began on the thighs and arms, and had continued till the time of exhibition.
The chief point of interest in the case was the fact that the eruption had appeared immediately after the boy took the mercury. This suggested that the drug had caused the absorption of some toxin which was connected with the outbreak of the disease. The snow was applied in variously sized specula or cylinders, being passed down by a plunger which fitted the speculum exactly. The degree of action of the snow was dependent on the time of application and the pressure exerted, and varied from a mild erythema to a necrosis.
